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Highlights of the week

Policy Prices

The amendments of National Food Security Bill in India submitted on 6 May Over the past week, staple food commodity prices remained relatively
2013 the Lok Sabha (Parliament) could not be passed in the current parlia- stable in all reporting countries, except for:

mentary session as Parliament was adjourned “sine die” on Wednesday 8 May

2013.The National Food Security Bill was enacted in 2009 shifting from a During March, both corn and dalo prices in Fiji were 5 and 10 above
welfare-based to a rights-based approach. It was firstly introduced to the Lok those observed in February 2013.

Sabha on late 2011 and referred to a multidisciplinary Standing Committee
whose recommendations were submitted in early 2013. In a nutshell, the
amendments are related to topics such as coverage (state wise) and entitle- Weather conditions
ment under the Targeted Public Distribution System, subsidized prices and
cost of food transportation and distribution and the maternity benefit (Press
Information Bureau, 2 May 2013).

The Government of Marshal Islands declared a state of emergency
for the northern region on 19 April 2013 due to a prolonged dry
season and severe drought experienced in Wotje and the atolls
north of Majuro. The severe drought conditions may have affected
drinking water supplies, rainwater catchment storage, salinity of
groundwater and agriculture/food production on the atoll islands
requiring immediate as well as long-term response measures
(OCHA, 1 May 2013).

For the first time in 40 years the Philippines resumed rice exports by signing
an export contract of 35 tonnes of aromatic, long-grain, and organic black
rice with United Arab Emirates. Other additional 80 tonnes of aromatic and
heirloom rice varieties are expected to be exported in the next months
(Official Gazette 7 May 2013).

OCHA's precipitation forecast for this week predict above average
levels of precipitation in the southern Philippines, as well as
Borneo, Sulawesi, and Papua islands of Indonesia. Less than
average rainfall is forecast throughout most of the South Pacific
(OCHA, 6 May 2013).

Technical note: Price changes are calculated from Wx, where W=week and x indicates the most recent week. The one week change is calculated as [(Wx/Wx-1)-1)]; the one month change is calculated as
[(Wx/average(Wx-1,Wx-2,Wx-3,Wx-4))-1]; the three months change is calculated as [(Wx/average (Wx-9,Wx-10,Wx-11,Wx-12))-1]; and the one year change is calculated as [(Wx/average (Wx-49,Wx-50,Wx-51,Wx-52)]. The criteria to
flag unusual price movements are the following: on a weekly basis, nominal price variations below plus or minus 5 percent are considered “stable” On a monthly basis, nominal price variations below plus or minus 10

percent are considered “stable” On an annual basis, nominal price variations below plus or minus 25 percent are considered “stable.”
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CAMBODIA, Phnom Penh (6 May 2013)
Retail nominal prices

4 Weekly data
4,000
Country Highlights
Staple food prices in Phnom Penh markets have remained 3,000 _— —
relatively stable over the past week. 2
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- Rice prices for mixed varieties, Phakar Khney and Neangmingh,
however, were 11, 20 and 30 percent above those observed %000
three months ago, respectively.
- Chicken prices were 11 and 12 percent lower than those A A
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Week of 6-May-13 % change 4
Policy+

Price v < -F‘: _ y

(KHR/ ] 5 5 < During the fourth meeting of the Joint Trade Commission (JTC),
Food item Market kg) E E i > Thailand a.nd Cambodia ag‘reed to §trengthep cooperation on
o Phnom Pehn 2000 0.0% o0%  11.4%  111% trade and investment, particularly in expanding crop produc-

_ ! tion (The Nation, 29 April 2013).

Rice (Phkar Khney) Phnom Pehn 3,000 0.0% 0.0%  20.0%  20.0%
Rice (Neangminh) Phnom Pehn 2,600  0.0% 0.0%  30.0%  18.2%
Chicken Phnom Pehn 21,000 -4.5% -10.6% -11.6% -4.5%
Soybean oil Phnom Pehn 6,000 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% -7.7%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Ministry of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries.
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Country Highlights

Staple food prices in Beijing markets have remained relatively

stable over the past week and since a year earlier.

Week of 6-May-13

Food item Market
Non-Glutinous Rice  Beijing
Fugiang Wheat Flour Beijing
Chicken (w) Beijing
Soybean oil RMB/It  Beijing

Price

(RMB/
kg)
53
4.0
12.8
11.8

1week

0.4%
-1.0%
0.0%

-0.1%

% change

1 month

0.6%
-0.9%
-4.7%

-0.1%

3 months

-1.4%
1.5%
-8.6%

0.1%

18

12

CNY/kg
w (<) BN}

o

1year

0.8%
9.1%
-8.6%
0.7%
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CHINA, Beijing (6 May 2013)
Retail and wholesale nominal prices

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Beijing Municipal Bureau of Grain.

Weekly Data
—
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
o o'} o} o o o o} o o m m o m m [aal m m oM m m ™M
= > c = o + > (9] c Ne) — — — — — — — — —
a & S 2 %9 §F§ 5 3 3 &§ 9 ® & ©®& ®& & &6 & & & =z
< 2 =3 2§ o0z a8 ¢ 2222 2222
isl wn Lol [o0) [¥al o (o))
N Ll GH) ~N o o N ©o

Soybean oil (RMBY/It)

== Rice (non-glutinous) e===Wheat flour (Fugiang) ====Chicken

Policy+

China’s Cabinet announced detailed plans for deepening
market-oriented economic reform, among them: (i) the national
pricing system for electricity, water, gas and leaving fees will be
determined more by the market; and (ii) the agriculture sector
will be modernized through a reinforced system of registering
and certifying landed property (Xinhua, 6 May 2013).
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Fiji, National Average (March 2013)
Retail nominal prices

Vv 6
Country Highlights ;
Monthly prices for staple food in Fijian markets have been
slightly volatile during March, reflecting a slow recovery from o #
the damage experienced in December 2012 after the Cyclone S 3
Evan. .
- Corn and dalo prices were 5 and 10 percent above those 2
observed in February 2013. in comparison to the prices ) e —  —
observed a year ago, corn prices were 44 higher while dalo -
prices were 22 lower. ° . . 3 ) . . . ) - T .
- Cassava prices show a downward trend as prices were half ° g 2 c < > o iy ) z P z
s < = 2 - < o 2 a s & >
Corn e Cassava «==Dalo-tausala/taro
Policy+
Month of Mar-13 % change According to a media report, recent estimates on the total cost
of Cyclone Evan (2012) amount to USD 108 million, equal to
Price £ .g about 2.6 percent of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Radio
(FJD/ S S s New Zealand, 24 April 2013).
Food item Market kg) E S-. o
L
Corn National av 2.0 5.3% 7.9%  44.4%
Cassava National av 1.6 0.0%  -31.7% -50.6%
Dalo-tausala taro National av 1.4 9.7% -63% -21.9%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Department of Agriculture.
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INDIA, Delhi (6 May 2013)
Retail nominal prices

Weekly
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Country Highlights

Staple food prices in Delhi markets have remained relatively
stable over the past week and since a year earlier.
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Policy+

The amendments of National Food Security Bill in India submit-

Week of 6-May-13 % change ted on 6 May 2013 the Lok Sabha (Parliament) could not be
passed in the current parliamentary session as Parliament was

(7))
Price < < : . . .
(INR/ § § § = adjourned sine die on Wednesday 8 May 2013 (Press Information
g Bureau, 2 May 2013).
Food item Market kg) E E E " Y )
Rice New Delhi 28.0 0.0% 0.0% 5.7% 10.9%
Wheat New Delhi 18.0 0.0% -4.0%  -53%  125%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Ministry of Consumer Affairs and Public Food Distribution.
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INDONESIA, National Average (6 May 2013)
Retail nominal prices

4 12,000 Weekly Data
Country Highlights 10,000
Staple food prices in Indonesian markets have remained .
relatively stable over the past week and over the past year. - 1000
= 6,000
24
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= Rice (medium quality) e \Wheat flour == Soybean (local)
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Week of 6-May-13 % change Pollcy+
. ("))
Price x 'FE 'FE N The monthly consumer price index (CPI) declined by 0.1 percent
(IDR/ g g g § compared to a month earlier, thanks to a fall in food prices due
Food item Market kg) .-a .-a m - to the harvest season. The deflation was mainly driven by a drop
Rice (mediumquality)  Nationalav 8,275 -01%  -02%  -1.6%  4.6% in the price of food and clothes, by 0.8 percent and 1.13 percent,
Wheat flour Nationalav 7,855 0.0% 0.0%  -05%  3.9% respectively. Among the food commodities with declining
— N— . 8% 9 o 8% prices during the month were rice, garlic, shallots, rice and
Icken ationalav 25080  -0.8% 13 336 2.5% tomatoes (Central Statistics Agency and The Jakarta Post, 2 May
Soybean (local) National av 9,768 0.0% 0.3% 4.1% 9.8% 2013).

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Ministry of Trade.
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Country Highlights

Staple food prices in Yangon and Mandalay markets were
relatively stable over the past week, except for:

- Wheat prices, which were 16 percent below the prices regis-

tered three months ago.
- Soybean prices, which were 25 and 30 percent higher than

those observed three months and a year earlier.

Week of 6-May-13 % change
Price v < -ﬁ
(MMK/ 9 S &
Food item Market kg) E E rEn
Rice (ManawthukhaFQ) Yangon 367 0.9% -1.5% 1.9%
Wheat (Monywa Origin) Mandalay 459 1.5% 01%  -16.2%
Maize Mandalay 264 -2.0%  -13% 0.3%
Groundnut oil (Special) Yangon 2,449  0.0% 2.3% 4.6%
Soybean (Theikpan)  Yangon 676 -1.2% 37%  25.0%
Palm oil Mandalay 868 -0.5%  -0.6%  -0.2%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: E-Trade Myanmar.
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MYANMAR, Yangon and Mandalay (6 May 2013)
Wholesale nominal prices

Weekly Data
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4
- NA
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-24.0%




\W// Asia Pacific Weekly Price Monitor
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
10 May 2013

PAKISTAN, Karachi (6 May 2013)
Retail nominal prices

Weekly Data
75
Vv -
Country Highlights 60~
Staple food prices in Karachi market remained stable during the 45
previous week and throughout 2013. 2
&30 =
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Vv
Week of 6-May-13 % change Policy+
Price = 2 The Government of Pakistan set a wheat procurement target of
~ - = A .
(PKR] v 5 5 H 7.91 million tonnes for the current marketing year 2013/14. The
. 3 1S £ 2 Government also allocated PKR 244.6 billion (USD 2.48 billion)
Food item Market kg) " .-| m a ) . . .
_ _ _ o o o y in guarantees for Pakistan Agricultural Storage and Services
Rice (basmati) Karachi 715 00%  00% - 7.5% 1397 Corporation (PASSCO) and the provincial food departments to
Rice (IRRI) Karachi 51.2 0.0% 0.1% 1.5% 8.2% ensure food procurement (USDA Report, 26 April 2013).
Wheat Karachi 30.6 0.1% -3.5% -9.0%  13.7%
Wheat flour Karachi 34.8 0.1% -1.1% -5.7%  13.1%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Data source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics.
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Country Highlights

Staple food prices in the Philippines have remained largely

stable since early 2013.

Week of 6-May-13

Price

(PHP/
Food item Market kg)
Rice (regular milled)* National av 32.0
Rice (well milled)* National av 35.3
Corn (white)* National av 20.0

Metro Manila 30.0
Metro Manila 35.0

Rice (regular milled)
Rice (well milled)

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

* Most recent price data available from 29 April 2013

Data source: Department of Agriculture.
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PHILIPPINES, National average and Metro Manila (6 May 2013)

Retail nominal prices

Weekly Data
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THAILAND, Bangkok (6 May 2013)
Nominal prices

Weekly Data
' 18.0
Country Highlights /\
Overall, staple food prices in Bangkok have remained largely 16.5
stable during the previous week. 2
z
- Chicken prices were 10 percent above those observed three 150
months ago.
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Week of 6-May-13 % change 4
» Policy+
Price ~ < S N
Food item Market kg) | .-| m "
White rice 25% (w) Bangkok 15.1 0.0% 0.3% -53%  -12.1%
Chicken Bangkok 69.0 0.0% 1.1% 10.4%  10.4%
Pork tenderloin Bangkok 132.5 -3.6% -3.6% -4.5% -2.3%
Soybean oil Baht/lt)  Bangkok 55.0 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Tincrease | decrease — stable (+/-5% on a weekly basis),(+/-10 % on a monthly basis), and (+/-25% on an annual basis)

Retail nominal prices, except for (w), which means wholesale nonimal prices.

Data source: Ministry of Trade.
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