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K E Y  F E AT U R E S

•	 Reviews the development of CA systems globally and elaborates on science 
underlying the key CA system components.

•	 Assesses the latest evidence on improving soil and crop health and CA system 
resilience through the application of the core CA system principles.

•	 Includes case studies reviewing current science on optimising CA cropping systems 
involving cereal, legume, horticultural and tree crops as well as integrating 
livestock in CA systems.
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“This edifying book is a compendium of much of what we have learnt across 
the world about CA... It will serve as an immensely valuable source of 

reference – and inspiration - for all those who are committed to putting the 
world’s food systems on a truly sustainable footing. It is with great pleasure, 

therefore, that I commend this book to you.”

Qu Dongyu, Director General of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO)
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•	 Summarises current research on optimising CA system practices and their ecological, 

economic and social benefits.
•	 Elaborates on how CA systems make efficient use of production inputs such as 

water, nutrients, energy and addresses challenges in such areas as weed, insect pest 
and disease management. 

•	 Reviews the central issues of improvement in yield, profitability and ecosystem 
services as well as climate change adaptability and mitigation in CA systems.
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