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Source: FAO.  N.B. - The FAO Rice Price Index is based on 21 rice export quota�ons. "Quality" is defined by the percentage of broken kernels, with higher (lower) quality referring to rice with less (equal to or more) than 15 percent brokens. The Sub-index for Aroma�c Rice 

follows movements in prices of Basma� and Fragrant rice.

The FAO All Rice Price Index (2014-2016=100) averaged 111.6 points in September 
2020, down 1.4 percent from August, but s�ll 7.1 percent above its value a year 
earlier. Among the various sub-indices, the Glu�nous Index witnessed the steepest 
monthly fall in September (-4.1 percent), followed by the Japonica Index (-2.7 percent) 
and the Aroma�c Index (-2.3 percent). Declines in these segments were largely a 
reflec�on of low export demand in Viet Nam and prospects of somewhat improved 
Thai fragrant and glu�nous produc�on. On the other hand, mixed trends across the 
major suppliers limited the decline of the Indica Index to just 1.0 percent.
 
In Asia, September quota�ons of Indica rice fell the most in Pakistan and Viet Nam. In 
the former, declines coincided with the onset of the 2020 harvest, while in Viet Nam 
the par�al relapse in export offers was linked to concerns over the issuance of import 
licenses in the Philippines. The market undertone was firmer in Thailand, as 
increasingly �ghter exportable availabili�es outweighed downward pressure from low 
buying interest. Ahead of the launch of the Kharif harvest, African purchases also 
raised parboiled values in India, but prices of other grades either steadied or fell mildly 
as demand remained otherwise thin. In the Americas, Brazilian offers surged even 
further, as local prices remained persistently high, despite confirma�on of an import 
tariff suspension on non-Mercosur rice. Influenced by the bullish Brazilian trends and a 
revival in buying interest from the country, prices also escalated in Uruguay and 
Argen�na to their highest levels since mid-2014. In the United States of America, 
harvest progress lowered Indica quota�ons some more, although sales to Brazil and 
expecta�ons of increased regional demand due to �ght supplies in compe�ng South 
American exporters kept US offers well over year-earlier levels.
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Select market segment:

Aromatic

Indica: Higher Quality

Indica: Lower Quality

Japonica and Glutinous

Select date range:

01/01/1990 31/12/2020

FAO RICE PRICE UPDATE

Sources: Creed Rice Market Report, FAO, Livericeindex.com, Thai Department of Foreign Trade (DFT), Vie�raders  and other public sources.  All quota�ons are on a free on board (f.o.b.) basis, unless otherwise specified. 

1/ Long grain white rice. 2/ White broken rice. 3/ California Calrose, free alongside ship (f.a.s.). 4/ Basma� ordinary up to May 2011. Super kernel white basma� 2% from June 2011 onwards.  5/ Phka Malis /Phka Rumduol. 6/ Hom Mali rice, grade A. 
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Selected interna�onal prices of rice (USD/MT)
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Sources: Creed Rice Market Report, Livericeindex.com, Thai Department of Foreign Trade (DFT), Vie�raders and other public sources.  All quota�ons are on a free on board (f.o.b.) basis, unless otherwise specified. "  " = unquoted.

1/ Long grain white rice. 2/ White broken rice. 3/ California Calrose, free alongside ship (f.a.s.). 4/ Basma� ordinary up to May 2011. Super kernel white basma� 2% from June 2011 onwards.  5/ Phka Malis /Phka Rumduol. 6/ Hom Mali rice, grade A. 

For more informa�on on prices, you can refer to the Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool (h�p://www.fao.org/giews/pricetool/), which gives access to quota�ons  of major traded products, including the high quality Thai white rice 100% B and the 100% broken rice 

Thai A1 Super, from 2000 onwards. The site also hosts domes�c (retail or wholesale) prices for major food commodi�es in mul�ple countries.
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The FAO All Rice Price Index is based on 21 rice export quota�ons.  These quota�ons are combined into four groups consis�ng of Indica, Aroma�c, Japonica and Glu�nous rice varie�es. Within each variety, 
a simple average of the rela�ve prices of appropriate quota�ons is calculated; then the average rela�ve prices of each of the four varie�es are combined by weigh�ng them with their  (fixed) trade shares. 
"Quality" is defined by the percentage of broken kernels, with higher (lower) quality referring to rice with less (equal to or more) than 15 percent brokens.  The Sub-index for Aroma�c rice follows 
movements in prices of Basma� and fragrant rice.

The FAO Rice Price Update provides monthly rice export prices from major origins and is released on a monthly basis. To subscribe to the FAO Rice Price Update and the FAO Rice Market Monitor, please 
send an e-mail to RICE MARKET NETWORK with "subscribe" in the subject line.

Use of material subject to credit given to source:
FAO Rice Price Update
Trade and Markets Division
Food and Agriculture Organiza�on of the United Na�ons

http://www.fao.org/economic/est/publications/rice-publications/rice-market-monitor-rmm/en/
mailto:rice-network@fao.org

