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The FAO All Rice Price Index (2014-2016=100) averaged 113.9 points in March 2021, 
down 1.8 percent from February, but s�ll 7.1 percent above its value a year earlier. 
Quota�ons in all the rice market segments subsided during March, with the excep�on 
of Japonica prices. According to their index, March quota�ons of medium/short-grain 
rice strengthened to their highest level since September 2015, con�nuing to draw 
support from heightening concerns over water supplies for 2021 crops in California 
and Far Eastern purchases.
With the excep�on of India, where steady demand con�nued to prop up quota�ons 
of Indica white rice, the market undertone was generally weaker during March, as 
fresh sales proved patchy and containerised trade was persistently curbed by 
container shortages and soaring freight rates. In Asia, purchases by Bangladesh and 
news of Indonesia’s Bulog planned return to the interna�onal market a�er a three-
year hiatus provided some momentum to prices early in the month. Yet, the support 
proved short-lived upon subsequent announcements of Indonesia postponing its 
state import decisions un�l June. In Thailand, a Baht deprecia�on and the arrival of 
offseason crops into the market exacerbated the sluggish pace of sales, causing prices 
of Thai 100% B white rice to tumble by 5.0 percent month-on-month. Compe��on 
with India also weighed on Pakistani values, outweighing support from a Rupee 
apprecia�on, as did low demand for milled rice in the United States of America. In 
Viet Nam and the major South American exporters, declines were instead associated 
with progress of 2021 harvests. This is even if losses in these origins were capped by 
lingering supply �ghtness and in Viet Nam by dwindling cul�va�on of IR50404 given 
growers’ con�nued preference of other varie�es, including of fragrant rice.
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FAO RICE PRICE INDICES (2014-2016=100)

Source: FAO.  N.B. - The FAO Rice Price Index is based on 21 rice export quota�ons. "Quality" is defined by the percentage of broken kernels, with higher (lower) quality referring to rice with less (equal to or more) than 15 percent brokens. The Aroma�c sub-index follows 

movements in prices of Basma� and fragrant rice.
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Select market segment:

Aromatic

Indica: Higher Quality

Indica: Lower Quality

Japonica and Glutinous

Select date range:

01/01/1990 31/12/2021

FAO RICE PRICE UPDATE

Sources: Creed Rice Market Report, FAO, Livericeindex.com, Thai Department of Foreign Trade (DFT), Vie�raders  and other public sources.  All quota�ons are on a free on board (f.o.b.) basis, unless otherwise specified. 

1/ Long grain white rice. 2/ White broken rice. 3/ California Calrose, free alongside ship (f.a.s.). 4/ Basma� ordinary up to May 2011. Super kernel white basma� 2% from June 2011 onwards.  5/ Phka Malis /Phka Rumduol. 6/ Hom Mali rice, grade A. 
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Selected interna�onal prices of rice (USD/MT)
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Sources: Creed Rice Market Report, Livericeindex.com, Thai Department of Foreign Trade (DFT), Vie�raders and other public sources.  All quota�ons are on a free on board (f.o.b.) basis, unless otherwise specified. "  " = unquoted.

1/ Long grain white rice. 2/ White broken rice. 3/ California Calrose, free alongside ship (f.a.s.). 4/ Basma� ordinary up to May 2011. Super kernel white basma� 2% from June 2011 onwards.  5/ Phka Malis /Phka Rumduol. 6/ Hom Mali rice, grade A. 

For more informa�on on prices, you can refer to the Food Price Monitoring and Analysis Tool (h�p://www.fao.org/giews/pricetool/), which gives access to quota�ons  of major traded products, including the high quality Thai white rice 100% B and the 100% broken rice 

Thai A1 Super, from 2000 onwards. The site also hosts domes�c (retail or wholesale) prices for major food commodi�es in mul�ple countries.
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The FAO All Rice Price Index is based on 21 rice export quota�ons.  These quota�ons are combined into four groups consis�ng of Indica, Aroma�c, Japonica and Glu�nous rice varie�es. Within each variety, 
a simple average of the rela�ve prices of appropriate quota�ons is calculated; then the average rela�ve prices of each of the four varie�es are combined by weigh�ng them with their  (fixed) trade shares. 
"Quality" is defined by the percentage of broken kernels, with higher (lower) quality referring to rice with less (equal to or more) than 15 percent brokens.  The Sub-index for Aroma�c rice follows 
movements in prices of Basma� and fragrant rice.

The FAO Rice Price Update provides monthly rice export prices from major origins and is released on a monthly basis. To subscribe to the FAO Rice Price Update and the FAO Rice Market Monitor, please 
send an e-mail to RICE MARKET NETWORK with "subscribe" in the subject line.

Use of material subject to credit given to source:
FAO Rice Price Update
Trade and Markets Division
Food and Agriculture Organiza�on of the United Na�ons

http://www.fao.org/economic/est/publications/rice-publications/rice-market-monitor-rmm/en/
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